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Greek and Roman Mythology.

had a special
festival, called
the Thesea, on
the eighth of
Pyanepsion.

Art has folio wed
the example of
the poets and my-
thologists in de-
picting Theseus as
a second Heracles.
Here, however,
the characteristic
differences that
existed between
the Doric and
Ionic races be-
come apparent.
Just as the latter
race surpassed the
former in elastic-
ity, both of mind
and body, so their
national hero
gives token not
only of a higher
intellectual bein g,
but also of a body
more lithe, and
capable of greater
swiftness and dex-
terity, than that
of the Doric hero.
The slighter and
more elegant form
of Theseus lacks,
perhaps, the sheer
brute strength of
Heracles, but is compensated by the possession of a far greater
degree of activity and adroitness. The expression of face is
more amiable and the hair less bristling than that of Heracles,
while there is generally no beard. Such is Theseus as depicted by
Greek art at trie epoch of its full development; later art strove

